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THE ISSUE

KEY FACTS

•	 Agriculture in North Carolina, its rural economy, 
and even the state economy all face considerable 
risks if major trading partners such as China, the 
European Union, Canada, and Mexico retaliate 
against the U.S. to protest President Donald 
Trump’s more aggressive trade policy.

•	 The upheaval in international trade would likely 
negatively impact North Carolina farmers through 
lost export sales if countries retaliate against 
the U.S. by blocking or applying tariffs to our 
agricultural exports. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

North Carolina elected officials in Washington and 
Raleigh should lobby the Trump administration to stop 
engaging in harmful tariff policy. Continuing to engage 
in reckless protectionism puts thousands of North 
Carolina jobs and billions in revenue at risk. 

•	 In terms of the volume of international trade 
by states, North Carolina ranks 15th in the U.S. 
for exports and 13th for imports by dollar value. 
North Carolina is also eighth for total gross farm 
sales, thanks to a mix of crops and a very strong 
presence in livestock, especially poultry and hogs.

•	 As a result, North Carolina’s agriculture industry is 
particularly vulnerable to aggressive tariff policies 
and the retaliatory tariffs that may result.

•	 Potential total economic losses in North Carolina 
due to trade policy retaliation could reach $1.9 
billion, equal to over 2 percent of our gross state 
product.

•	 Such a contraction would lead to a total of roughly 
8,000 lost jobs, both directly in the agriculture 
industry along with the ripple effects from that 
lost revenue. 

•	 These losses would not be distributed evenly 
throughout North Carolina, however. Rural 
counties would be particularly hard hit.
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